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DICTA

House of Delegates Amends
Canons on Law Lists
The following canons were adopted by the House of Delegates
of the American Bar Association at the August, 1942, meeting:
CANON

27

It is unprofessional to solicit professional employment by circulars,
advertisements, through touters or by personal communications or interviews not warranted by personal relations. Indirect advertisements for
professional employment, such as furnishing or inspiring newspaper
comments, or procuring his photograph to be published in connection
with causes in which the lawyer has been or is engaged or concerning
the manner of their conduct, the magnitude of the interest involved, the
importance of the lawyer's position, and all other like self-laudation,
offend the traditions and lower the tone of our profession and are reprehensible; but the customary use of simple professional cards is not improper.
Publication in reputable law lists in a manner consistent with the
standards of conduct imposed by these canons of brief biographical and
informative data is permissible. Such data must not be misleading and
may include only a statement of the lawyer's name and the names of his
professional associates; addresses, telephone numbers, cable addresses;
branches of the profession practiced; date and place of birth and admission to the bar; schools attended, with dates of graduation, degrees and
other educational distinctions; public or quasi-public offices; posts of
honor; legal authorships; legal teaching positions; memberships and
offices in bar associations and committees thereof, in legal and scientific
societies and legal fraternities; the fact of listings in other reputable law
lists; and, with their written consent, the names of clients regularly represented. A certificate of compliance with the Rules and Standards issued
by the Special Committee on Law Lists may be treated as evidence that
such list is reputable.
CANON 43

It is improper for a lawyer to permit his name to be published in a
law list the conduct, management or contents of which are calculated
or likely to deceive or injure the public or the profession, or to lower the
dignity or standing of the profession.
The special committee on law lists of the association has prepared a list of directories to whom certificates of compliance covering their
1943 editions have been issued.

